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May 2: Unofficial results showed Gen. Andres Rodriguez elected by a landslide, and his party
retaining control of the congress. By law the Colorados, as the winning party in the congressional
elections, would receive 24 of the 36 Senate seats and 48 of the 72 seats in the Chamber of
Deputies. The remaining seats are to be divided among the Authentic Radical Liberal (PLRA), the
Revolutionary Febrerista and the Christian Democrat parties. Leaders and presidential candidates
of these three opposition parties and the Humanist Party charged the voting was fraudulent. Foreign
observers and diplomats agreed there were irregularities, but said the balloting was reasonably
fair. Some of the "irregularities" reported by monitors and local party officials were that space
was not always set aside to allow citizens to vote in private; ballots for a specific party often were
missing; some voters were not permitted to cast ballots and not every station had indelible ink
to mark fingers and prevent double voting. Fernando Vera of the Revolutionary Febrerista party
and Domingo Laino of the PLRA were elected to the Senate. Both headed their party slates for
congressional seats in addition to running for president. According to 19 international observers,
sponsored by the US-financed National Democratic Institute for International Affairs, "many
irregularities" flawed the elections, but fraud was not widespread enough to change the outcome of
the presidential race. May 3: At a meeting in Asuncion, four opposition parties decided to challenge
results of the voting in selected districts of the country, but not overall results. Rodriguez responded
to statements on voting irregularities by saying, "If there were abnormalities, it was due to lack of
experience." The Central Electoral Council said that of 898,829 votes counted thus far, Rodriguez
received 667,434, or slightly more than 74%. Runner-up in the presidential race, Laino, received 19%
of the vote. The tally gave the Colorado Party 67.2% of the vote for the Congress. Aldo Zuccolillo,
editor of the newspaper ABC Color, said, "Half of the vote for Rodriguez was a `thank you' for
overthrowing Stroessner." Rodriguez has promised to support reforms of the Constitution, electoral
legislation and the penal code. He has also pledged not to seek re-election in 1993. (Basic data from
AP, DPA, New York Times, 05/02/89, 05/03/89; Notimex, 05/03/89)
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